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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Prosecution Application 

1. The request filed on 6/15/00 for a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) under 37 
CFR 1.53(d) based on parent Application No. 09/002,600 is acceptable and a CPA has been 
established. An action on the CPA follows. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-2, 4-13,15-17,20-21&24-25 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

4. Claims 1-2, 8-11,13, 17, 21 & 24-25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Lawler et al ( US 5,805,763). 

Regarding claim 1, Lawler et al disclose in Fig.l,2,3,4A,4B,5,6&7 computerized ( see 
col.3, lines 61-67; col.4, lines 1-10; and col. 10, lines 25-29) system that allows a user to identify a 
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program for recording using an interactive program guide and then designate the identified 
program for automated recording at a later date, comprising the method of 

a) scheduling a data recording for the recording device, with the data recording to begin at 
a recording time ( see col. 12, line 29 to col. 13, line 25); 

b) receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for the 
scheduled recording ( see col. 10, line 65 to col. 11, line 6); 

c) outputting a recording reminder signal at a time based on the recording reminder time, 
before the recording device initiates automatic execution of the scheduled data recording (see 
col. 12, line 58 to col. 13, line 25), 

Regarding claim 2, Lawler discloses the method wherein scheduling a data recording for 
the recording device occurs before receiving input at least partially determinative of a recording 
reminder ( see col. 1 1, lines 23-32). 

Regarding claim 8, Lawler discloses the method wherein scheduling the data recording 
includes communicating a recording instruction to the computerized system, and wherein the 
method further comprises calculating and storing the recording "reminder" time based on at least 
the user input and at least a portion of the recording instruction before outputting-the "reminder" 
signal ( see col.4, lines 1 1-22; col.8, lines 18-34; col.9, lines 34-62; col. 10, line 65 to col. 1 1, line 
6; and col. 13, lines 8-38). 
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Regarding claim 9, Lawler discloses the method wherein the recording instruction includes 
a channel identifier, a start time, and an end time ( see Fig.3&6; col.7, lines 19-58; col.l 1, lines 7- 
32). 

Regarding claim 10, the claimed limitation wherein outputting a "reminder" signal at 
the predetermined time before the time of the data recording includes determining a remind time 
based on the predetermined time (displayed on the menu) and the time of the data recording and 
comparing a system time to the recording "reminder" time is inherent in Lawler in order for 
Lawler to function efficiently. 

Regarding claim 1 1, the claimed limitations of claim 1 1 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 1 above. Lawler further discloses the ability to carry (i.e., at least receive, 
record and display) one or more programs from different program sources ( see col.l, line 50 to 
col.2, line 5; and col.3, lines 45-67). 

Regarding claim 13, Lawler discloses wherein the output device comprises a computer 
and a display ( see Fig.l and display 20; col.3, line 28 to col.4, line 10; and col. 10, lines 15-29). 

Regarding claim 17, the claimed limitations of claim 17 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 1 above. 
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Regarding claim 21, the claimed limitations of claim 21 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 17 above. 

Regarding claim 24, the claimed limitations of claim 24 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claims 1& 1 1 above. 

Regarding claim 25, the claimed limitations of claim 25 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claims 1& 1 1 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4-6,12&15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lawler 
et al in view of HofF( US 5,467,197). 

Regarding claim 4, Lawler fails to explicitly disclose the method wherein the recording 
reminder signal comprises outputting a message to a network communication device associated 
with at least one user of the computerized system. Hoff teaches the method wherein outputting 
the recording "reminder" signal comprises outputting message to a network communication 
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device associated with at least one user of the computerized system ( see col. 10, line 29 to col. 
11, line 48). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to modify Lawler by realizing 
Lawler with the means to output reminder messages to a network communication device, as 
taught by HofF, which would increase the dynamic range of Lawler. 

Regarding claim 5, Hoff teaches the method wherein outputting the "reminder" signal 
comprises outputting a message concerning the scheduled recording to a pager ( see col.3, lines 
23-27, and col.5, lines 29-45). Again, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify Lawler by realizing Lawler with the means to output reminder messages concerning 
the scheduled recording to a pager, as taught by HofF, in order to output to reminder messages 
concerning the scheduled recording to a paging system. 

Regarding claim 6, HofF teaches the method wherein outputting the reminder signal 
includes outputting a verbal message, a textual message, or an audible tone( see col.5, lines 29- 
45). It would have been obvious to modify Lawler by realizing Lawler with the means wherein 
outputting the reminder signal includes outputting a verbal message, a textual message, or an 
audible tone in order to output reminder signals including a verbal message, a textual message, or 
an audible tone. 

Regarding claim 12, the claimed limitations of claim 12 are accommodated in the 
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discussions of claim 4 above. 

Regarding claim 15, the claimed limitations of claim 15 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 6 above. 

7. Claims 7,16&20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lawler in 
view of Strubbe et al ( US 5,047,867). 

Regarding claims 7,16&20, Lawler fails to explicitly disclose the method wherein 
outputting a reminder signal includes outputting a message concerning recording media, but 
which Strubbe teaches in col.6, lines 25-49. Including a message concerning recording media in 
outputting a reminder signal makes the total message more complete, and more easily 
understandable. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to add a message 
concerning recording media in the output reminder signal, as taught by Strubbe, thereby making 
the total message more complete, and more easily understandable. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from this examiner 
should be directed to Christopher Onuaku whose telephone number is (703) 308-7555. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday to Thursday from 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Monday. 



• 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone is unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Wendy Garber, can be reached on (703) 305-4929. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 308-6306 and (703) 308-6296, (for formal communications intended 
for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 308-6306 and (703) 308-6296 (for informal or draft 
communications, please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be direct 
to the Group receptionist whose telephone is (703) 305-4700. 



COO 



9/5/00 




